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Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary (Namdhari eLibrary) has been created with the approval and 
personal blessings of Sri Sateuru Uday Singh Ji. You can easily access the wealth of teaching, learning and 
research materials on 5ri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary online, which until now have only been available 
to a handful of scholars and researchers. 

This new Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary allows school children, students, researchers, and 
armchair scholars anywhere in the world at any time to study and learn from the original documents. 

As well as opening access to our historical pieces of world heritage, digitisation ensures the long- 
term protection and conservation of these fragile treasures. This is a significant milestone in the 
development of the Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary, but it is just a first step on a long road. 

You can access this information free of charge. The range of books available in this Elibrary are 
on Gurbani, Ancient, Sikhism, Namdhari, History, Youth, Children, and others. 

In order to continue conserving, digitising and publishing our numerous literatures online, we are 
asking for your support and involvement. 

Please join with us in this remarkable transformation of the Library. You can share your books, 
Magazines, pamphlets, photos, music, videos etc. This will ensure they are preserved for generations to 
come. Each item will be fully acknowledged. 

Digitising our treasures is an ambitious undertaking. Every page, every object, must be 
photographed individually and with great care. The whole photographic process including lighting, colour 
temperature, and environmental controls must all be precisely regulated. Post processing is also done 
with meticulous care including orientation, de-skewing, sizing and finally quality control to ensure the 
documents reflect the true state of the originals. 

To continue this wark, we need your help 

Your generous contribution and help will ensure that an ever-growing number of the eLibrary's 
collections are conserved and digitised, and are made available to students, scholars, and readers the 
world over. The eLibrary collection is growing day by day and some rare and priceless 
books/magazines/manuscripts and other items have already been digitised. 
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THE Kuka sect of Sikhs was founded on 
April 13, 1857 at a.small hamlet Bhatini 
Sahib in Ludhiana district of Punjab state of 
India by His Holiness Satguru Ram Singh ji, 
the twelfth incarnation of Gure Nanak, to 
reform the Sikh religion from all the defiles 
which had crept into it by then. Both Guru 
Nanak, the first: and Guru Gobind Singh, the 
renth Sikh Guru, had praphesied about the 
advent and the activities of this incarnation. 
Thats why he was worshipped as twelfth 
prophet of Sikhs and the real successor of 
Guru Gobind Singh.. Confirming’ this, Mr. 
j. W. Macnabb, Officiating wg Css Ones of 
Ambala Division, had written in November 
1871, “7 see in the earlier papers that Ram 
Singh was looked upon as a successor oF 
actual re-embodiment of Guru Nanak, the 
saint. He is now the 
Govind, the Warrior”. 
The followers of Satgura Ram Singh were 
called Namdharis or Kukas. “ The reports 
from all sources agree that Kookahs are en- 
igined ta wear a-rasary, short drawers, a 
straight or untwisted pugree said Mr. 
Thornton about them dress. They were 
strictly vegetarian and tectotallers. Every- 
body was require to give up  meat-eating, 
drinking and smoking, ete., before imining the 
sect. Writing about this aspect of Kuka life, 
Maior Perkins wrote in 1866 that, “om initia 
tion all vices ure supposed to he foresworn, 
such as lving, stealing, drinking, aduitery, etc., 
and are strictly forbidden, Kukas so afendine 
are puitished by at Panchavat | 
Female infanticide and such other vices 
which were prevalent in the Puntab of thase 
days, were also condemned. Satguruo Ram 
Singh, in ether werds told his follawers ta 
ead a sin-free life and to he polite to ‘the 


representarive of 


‘fare at 


-them Hike men 


in the following words, 


others, 
Amritsar, had- translated hts circular orders 


ii} or harshly; be meek, bear ill or harsh say- 
ings from all: if anyone strikes you, even then 
be meek; your protector is God. Always hide 
your good deeds...” Not only this, but he 
ais0 instructed his followers to keep off the 

iedoers, “If anyone commits adultery or 
theft then admit him nowhere in the meetings. 
Should he be powerful then all pray that he 
may be disabled from coming . Do not 
cover the evil deeds of others. Let no one 
es ‘money in lieu of daughter or sister, 
ar barter them... 
inte 7 The Public adopted his preach- 
ings very quickly as they appealed to almost 
everybody. 

People were being depressed under the bur- 
den of the superficial and Erahminical rites. 
As a religious reformer, Satguru Ram Singh 


told them to abandon all these. He gave them’ 


the cheapest and the simplest marriage cere- 
mony which is still going on in the same way. 
Its cheapness is confirmed in the official 
reports aiso. “Tt is stated that the attrac- 
tions the sect presents", wrote Mator Bam- 
feld, Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
iimballa Cirele, * which induce men to come 
forward and join it, are the moderate expendi- 
marriage ceremonies, and the im- 
munity enjoyed irom Branmynical oppression 
and exaction ’ 

It was Satgure Ram Singh who gave much 
rights-to the Sikh women that were not given 
to them before. For the first time he baptised 
in june 1863. Giving them 
full egualiiv—-he appointed one of his leu- 
tenants from the women who proved to be 
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About his orders, Mr. Christie, the. 
Assistant District. Superintendent of Police, 


‘Let one not speak 


Do not eat flesh or drink, 
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‘a very successful preacher, according to the 
official reports. ‘es 2 | 
It's a professed fact that, 
new ideas are opposed by the oarthodox 
people. His ideas were too taken to’ be new. 
Notwitnstanding the opposition from that sec- 
tion of the publi, he got several followers 
Within a few years. “ From everything I see”, 
was ceported by a Police officer. op am of 
opinion that the Kooka sect is daily increas- 
ing, while the Sikhs are on the decline”. 
Stating the reasons of this increase he writes 
further that “ Kocka converts are put to no 
expense whereas converts to Sikhism are 
then he illustrates. his statement saying that 
“if the filly men who have been converted 
to Kookaism during the fair had turned Sikhs, 
the Nihungs would have been benefited at 


i} 


least 30 Rupee ne 

{It was among the political motives of Sat- 
guru Ram Singh to re-establish the lost Sikh 
rule and to expel the British rulers who had 
introduced cow killing. Though the British 
Resident--on behalf of the Governor General 
— -had proclaimed on March ics ] 847, 
that “ The cows are not to be kifed at Amrit. 
Sar, nor are the Sikhs te be molested or in 
any way to be interfered with...’ After the 
cannesation of the Punjab, the position was 
altogether changed and the: same British 
Government permitted — cow killing on 3th 
May, 1849; and opened a slaughter-house near 
the Golden Temple of a — ‘sacri: 
leged both the holy tank and the ten He 
hurt the feelings of Hlindus as wall as of 
Sikhs; and consequently, they were roused 
against the new rulers. Besides this, the cow 
killing had ailectedt the ecanomy of that part 
of the country. Secondly, the last Sikh ruler, 
Maharaja Dalip Singh was dethroned, chris- 
tiantsed-—on March &th, 1853--and ar last 
was departed from his conipatviots and denor- 
ted to England. This had enraged. the public 
of the Punjab. 7 

In order to achieve their mission the Rukas 
boycotted the British on a very large scale, 


in general, the 


“They never used British raiis, canals, courts, 
schools and British-made goods, ete. . They 


nt 
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even refrained from dis British Postal Se nes 

“The Rokas.., have a private post of thei 
own, whic! t 


ab aAPPears Toy be. admirably organ- 


Sri Satguru J agit Singh Ji eLibrary 


af once leaves off whatever wo 


att 


ised, Confid ential ordey 


a a a a 


Set ba ee er ne eee 


ae 





aie 


ie 
ate 





oe 
Te 


abiaut artes Hea 





™~S . 
ree tee 
aves 





eo 


te 


, - 
are 


ae 


scan kl 
I 


srk y 


FB 
mat 


t he 
Pat i 
na ie ea att 
: sy 


nee cs uk see hee 





a 


pias: 


. ha ee *, Ley 
aide a etree 


a 


eee ean Le 


rite 


a it teow 


a 


at ae diy eo Pasian a 

Sat, : Soa Boars Seas oy 

errr st SPL TT i ae 7 gre vem Ste Hey TY 
PHL AS TRE GO Poy ee rH. IG ao Fy i ie eee 


i a -. 
Sarg, tite 


fis Haliness Satguri Ream 
feander of Namd#oart. Sikn Conenuiity, who. 


launched the freedom maremerit 


f India in 
1857 and was extled in 1872 te . 


Murer, 


rs'are circulated much 
im the ! sh bygone days’, said an official! 
report, “ A Kuka on th 


he arrival at hts ata 
of another of 
1 


i “tL 


a cespatel 
rk he may be . 
engaged npon; if in the midst of a repast, not 
another morsel is eaten iy : 

dhe meetinas of Kukas were banned by thi 
Punjab Government in 1863. In i867, though 
the restrictions had been relaxed to sorme ey- 
tent, Satguru Ram Singh was not permitted 
tc attend the.Maghi fair at Mukatsar in Janu- 


the same sect with 
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Ros 7m Sin: gh announced - that he would, in Vide 


‘lation of the rule, hold the Hola fairin March 
the same year at his village, Bhaini Sahib, 
The Gevernment had various views on this 
subject, but with a view to avoid unnecessary 
botneration iar the administrative machinery, 
the lLa4eutenant Governor of the Punjab 

allows ie him iohicalbie that tar t’ Anandpur 
where it is celebrated in foll swing. He went 
nen accordingly with about 22.00) foilowers. 
Bur. to the astonishment of the Government, 
nothing happened there. 

After this, he was to visit Amritsar in Octo- 
ber 1867. where some cisturbances were ex- 


dence. 


pected. But afterwards, the Inspector General, 


of Palice had to ‘confess in his report that, 
“T never have seen a more orderly and obe- 
dient crowd or less crime than during this 
fair. | | 
CoL R. G. Tayler had warned the Govern- 
ment in 1866 saying “It is mv.thorough belief 


that these lads (Kukus) mean war sooner or, 


later”. The Kukas determined to revolt 
against the Government.. “Reports have 


reached Major Perkins that the Kukas openly 
talk of being Masters of the country, at the 
same titne when all in the land wall profess 
the mew faith.’ The reporter added further, 
‘Tn every creed enthusiasts exist, 
Singh’s followers have conducted toemselves 
in an orderly manner, and shown forebear- 
ance under provocation, the saying of a few 
of the more fanatical amongst the sect cannot 
in justice be taken.as a correct Index of the 
state of feeling pervading int the minds of the 
majority. The intentions of the Kukas were 
conveyed ta the Government in England also 
where they caused some consternation. “There 
ean be no doubt ", wrote Viscount Cranborne, 
the Secretary of State for India, on October 
Sth, 1866, “that a widespread and constantly 
increasing fraternity, of a more or less secret 
character, apparently well-organized and de- 
voutediy attached to their chiel, must contain 
the elements of * political mischief’. 

Satguru Ram Singh had established a parat- 

Government. Efe had divided the whole 
eountry into twenty-two parts and had placed 
Suba or lieutenant in charge of each part. 
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‘the hich officials could get no information re- 


earding their character, designs ANS activities 
ete, Everything was Kept most seeret. 
is the reason nat in the record some reports 


are false or fabricated too... “| made several 


curisuceessful arenes to obtain from these 


men some information as to their family resi- 
All 1 could elicit from them 
Mr. Fuzul Hussain, Deputy Inspector of 
}# once =a 


Kookatam, they had forgotten their residence, 


and only know “E Bhainee as such and of Ram 


Singh as their Gooreo” 

The Kukas finally revolted in 1869. Many 
men from this community either sold or set 
an fire their properties before launching this 
opposi ition ¢ ampaice. Thev attacked a Deputy 
Inspector of Polie 


wounded along. with 

In the words of Lieutenant Colonel 
Inspector General of Police, 
“They attempted to deter the police from 
their duty Diwan Baksh stated that the 
party of Kukas used most seditious language, 
and proclaimed the Khalsa reign, setting all 
authority at definance”. Finally forty-four 
men were arrested. Some of them were tried, 
nat for revolting but for rioting, by Mr. Knox, 
the Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepur. 

The trials and punishments awarded to 
some Kukas in this case had no deterring 
effect on the community. On the contrary, 
the Kukas prepared themselves for another 
struggle and attacked the slaughterhouse at 
Amritsar, on 13th June, 1871, killing four and 
severely wounding three butchers. After the 
attack they had sueceeded to escape scot free. 
ae police could trace no clue to the real 
u -ulprits and, to save themselves from censure 

—fortured and sot confessions from tweive 
lier innocent persons who were finaily pre- 
sented to the session judge for trial as but- 
cher-murderers, 

In the meantin 


ted Saleui ei 


Were 
horse. : 


ve, the real perpetrators vist- 
Ram Singh who ordained them 


fo confess their guilt in court to save the 


lives of the innocents. This was acted upon 
und finally the innocents were released. The 
sentence was passed on four Kukas, 
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the Inspector's. 
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Namdfart Sik ftts putting the silky string around their necks 
fhemselves at Ayritsar, on 5th September, I&871. Phey were 
executed in Arrwitsar Butcher Murder Cuse. 


Two were deported to the Andamans. 
The Kukas, before their executions, took 


‘bath in the same holy tank, sang the hymns, 


put the silky string round their necks them- 
selves and sacrified their lives for their lofty 


aims joyfully. One month after, a similar 


attack was made on another slaughter-house 


at Raikote in Ludhiana district. This was also 
situated near another shrine of Guru Gobind - 


Singh. In this attack two persons were killed 
and seven seriously wounded. The Kukas 


‘made full confessions, w hich lea to the con- 


viction and the execution of the three of the 
numbers " who were hanged at the same town 
on 5th Aokeast whie other two, including one 
innocent, were executed at Ludhiana on 26th 


‘November, 1871. 


On one hand, the Kukas kept thems 
busy in Punjab in rioting against the British 
rule. On the other, they got themselves en- 
listed in the armies of Jammu and Kashmir 
and at the same time, estaul ished diplomatic 

ei 


relations with some states inctuding Nepal. 


Pe 
i 


and Russia, etc., WRROEE - the cogmzance af 


= 


the Government. The recruitiment started in 


the sunmimer of 1869 and up to the end of 
1870—-nea rly 250 Kukas were serving in the 
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Kashmir army as a separate regiment. They. 
were paid one chilkie more than the other: 


sepoys. Under the influence of the oe. 
Residency and such other pressures, all th 
Kukas were. dismissed from the service in the 
last part of 1871, ‘ 
They had atso established good relations 
with, Sir Jung Bahadur of Nepal. He * held 


the Guru Ram Singh with great reverence and 


regard. It seems from the records that they 
had not only exchanged the gifts but most 
imMpertant information, toc. Colonel R. C.Law- 
rence, (.B., British Resident at Nepal, had 
described in his letter of 22nd Noveinber, 
1871, what he had heard from the Minister 


of Sir fung Bahadur about the Kukas. He 
pune up ah that saving that the minister 
“ said’ that ne had several conversations with 
them, abo . their leader, Ram Singh, and 


with refe rence ta here number and position 


in the Punjab. and His Excellency (Sir Jung - 


Bahadur} ne to have been impressed 
i strength and standing thev 


with a sense of 


Nad already obtained in the country, and he | 


a | iba yd: 1 4-1 
= xed that. unfess well looked after, they 


would prabably prove a source of trouble te 
che British Gove ‘rument ". The whole matter 
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“between Kukas and Sir Jung’ Bahadur. 


was 
kept so secretly that the Resident “ had no ex- 
nectation of obtuining information as regards 
the real object with which Kookas visited 
Ninal’ , 

Again in 1872, Satguru Ram Singh Was T10 
allowed to visit the same Magli. fair. He 
then made public that he would arrange 
this fair at Bhaint Sahib and he did so. The 
people started to flock to the village on [Oth 


= -rs I a st 
january. inere had t gatherings 


it 
BI 


Teen religious 


up to 13th morning. Before the rengious mcet- 


occurred 
A Kuka, 


how a 


ings came to an end, another event 
which changed the whole picture. 
Gurmukh Singh, came and told 


Mohammedan in Malerkotla had been ricling | 


on an ald ox with a very beavy ica of vege- 
tables, When the man was requested to get 
down for the sake of the poor ox, he (Gurmukh 
Singh) was subjected to tortures and the same 
ox slaughtered before tus eyes, 

The Kukas had been agitated already by the 


execution of an innocent, Gyani Rattan Singh, 


community 


oT ee ee ae 


in Raikote butcher murder case. . The new 
story added fuel to the fire and, as soon as 
the fair ended, some leading heutenants of 
Satguru Ram Singh made up their minds to 
attack the Malerkotla State and revolt against 
the British authority to avenge the death of 
Gyan. 

They collected about 140 men and women 
who were ready to Sacrifice their lives for 
their beliefs. Satgura Ram Singh sugyested 
that they should wait for another vear as the 
was not fully prepared for the 
revolution vet and as he would bring the 
revolution without any bloodshed then. But 
the leaders of the party, Hira Smgh and Lehna 
Singh, said that they were a hy the 
9th Guru to sacrifice for sake of. the cow and 
the poor. At last, —_ started on their mis- 
sion. The Deputy Inspector of Police was then 
at the spot. 


On their way to Malerkotla, they visiled 
the Chief of Malodh, Sardar Badan Singh, 


who had once asked for 
render. The Kukas now reminded him: he 
refused to give anv weapons or horses, ete. 
ao hone arose a scudile in which two men 
sch side were killed while the chief was 
sotitel d. After taking one gun, one sword, 


Si i Satgur Jai ~~ Ji reels 


ie eae | peelnent eg ERT ARE oe ER pele pee” eG ph As Te Le et gS LP a pear ee aT oe eee 


Kukas set 


were 


retary to the Government of 


‘intention of seizing the 


hiana, Mr. L. Cowan, wrote on 17th 


any telp he could — 


aoe 
Se 


one horse and two. mares from Malodh, 
tout on their final destination, 
sence af the attack on Kotha had 
been conve wed ta the Kotla authorities in 
advanee by the De puty Commissioner of Lai 
hiana, Th ey were well prepared for a flyint. 
The Kukas reached Kotla at the day break 
of 15th analy and Major Perkins wrifes 
that a mar 
“that when hel leit, the 
by Kookas and heavy fig 

The Rukas lost hate. seven men while twe 
wounded, But on the other side the 
loss was much more as erght people were 
killed and fifteen wounded. . 

After achieving their mission, the Kukas 
retired to an adjoining village Rurr and re- 
solved to surrender as they had come to kill 


ne 


The intell: 


=“ 


our rou ndjed 
ting gomy on” 


mare Ws 


the butchers and sacrifice themselves. They 
never wished ta escape frora death. Confirm- 


ing this, Mr. Forsyth, Commissioner of 
Ambala, wrote on 22nd January to the Sec- 
party of i100 men, who had devoted therm- 
selves to death to carry out the plan of their 
teader, left the village ol 
defenceless state of 
Malerkotla”’. The Kukas went to the Sker- 
pur Police Station and surrendered 
setves. The Deputy Cortiumissioner 
January 
to his superior Mr. Forsyth that “they were 
hungry, and tired and had a 
wounded men with them, and after a short 
parley, they gave up their arms, many of their 
swords covered with blood, and surrendered.” 

On receiving the intelligence of the attack 
the Deputy Commissioner started for Malodh 
and Malerkotla, with determination to 
cute at once all who were en ngaged 10 
attacks on Malodh and Kotla’ 
his own words, “they are open rebels offer- 
ing contumacious resistance to the constituted 
authority and to prevent the spreading of the 
discase, it is absolutely necessary that, repres- 


CAC 


stve measures should he prompt and stern. 
Mr. Cowan himself had no power of life 

and death. Nor he had approval of any 

superior authority. “JT am sensible of. the 


Le 


reat responsibility “, aamutted ne while writ- 
1g to fhe Commissioner on Vth January, “J 
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Wearyam Singh Kuka, aé the tine of execufions in’ Malerkotla 
on 17th January, 1872, standing on the bricks, ete. to be on fevel 


with cannon mouth. 


incur i exercising an author! ity which is not 
vested in me...” So, Mr. Cowan took the 


law in his hands and responsibility upon hs. 


shoulders. On getting this letrer, Mr. Forsyth, 
the Commissioner, addressed him a Demi- 
‘Official letter telling “but for heaven's sake 
don’t let the whole “thing fall short of success 
by any hasty act”. He had also suggested 


him in his letter of the same date, “ you will . 
prepare at once the case against such as. 


appear to you to be deserving of capital 
punishment and 1 shall give immediate. 
orders ...” but Cowan was busy in carrying 
out his own plans. He had planned to exe- 
cute the Kukas at the sayiaredk of i7th but 
it had rained the previous night and the paths 


were muddy, The rebels could reach Mater- 


kotla in the evening of that dav. In the words 
of Major Perkins, “ Several of them fon their 
way to Kotla) were exceedingly abusive and 
declaring they would have no Government 


~ but their own, ete, ete.” 


On reaching the execulion-place, the parade 
ground, the Kukas took hath tn the ete 
pool and said their prayers. Mr. Cowan got 
nine cannon from the ncighbouring native 
states. He conducted no trial, Even the names 
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of the persons were not noted down. He pre 


posed that the rebels must be tied to the . 


suns before the executions bur the brave mnen 
refused saying that they would come to the 
cannon mouth themselves turn by turn. Once 
again, he proposed them to stand with their 


backs to the guns; but again the brave Kukas 


answered him that only the cowards die 4 


‘death by receiving the shots in their backs. 


They would die a brave death by getting. 
the shots in.their chests. They did not fear 
the death but love it because they had come to 


ri 
. 
q1 
i 


diz. Mr. Cowan was infuriated at this and 


‘ardered the fire before the prayer was finished 


by these rebels, To the surprise of all, the guns 
missed three shots. At last, after finishing the 
prayer, Hira Singh—the leader—said. “J 


shali again pass ten months in the womb of 
a Jat mother and come back to avenge mysell. 
Your Justice is just a he. Your death and 
downfall is near at hand.. We shal{ be born 
again, hold the sword in our own hands and 
wage a War witich will, destroy ing rile’ 

Then he asked Mr. Cowan to fire for the 


-fgurth tire. It was done and seven Kukas 


were Blown to hits. 
A Kuka, Waryam Singh, was rather short. 
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As a matter of fact. he was related to the remaiming sixteca Kuxas in the Same Wa) but 
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Aaharaia of Patiala. Therefore a member of the mede of execulion was not explained 


the firing squad was interested im saving nis clearly until asked by the Government: : 
life. Se he pretended that this man could The part plaved by Messrs. Cowan and 
not be Blown. The man ran-at once to the Forsyth, during this revolution, was ques- 
neighbouring ploughed-held and brought tiened by the Government of India. Local. 


some bricks, ete, with him. He put these and foreign press also condemned it. Cen- 
under his feet and challenged the gun- suring this act in the strong words The 
man tc fire as his height was now on 2 level Friand Of India, on ist February, 1872, 
with the cannon mouth, ) _. wrote, We protest, without waiting for off- 
Another, a young boy of about twelve, cial. docum ents, against the wholesale Mil- | 
Bishen Singh, was asked by Mr. and Mrs. tary Execution ordered by Mr. Deputy Com- 
Cowan to renunciate the Kukatsm to save his missioner Cowan, or carried out in his pre- 
life. On hearing these words ke caught sence Indian Public Opinion says the former, 
Cowan's beard so tightly that his life was - but -be the fact which of the two way im our 
out in danger and was saved by the native view it deserves stern reprobation ” 
officers who cut the ha ants and neck of Bishen Expressing his views on the act, The Times: 
Singh with their swords. Describing this tragic (London) corresponder it wrote in his despatch 
incident, Mr: Cowan ning Hf wrote, “One man of 2nd February that, “ The important ques- 
escaped from the guards and made a furious tion is, has Mr. Cowan acted as we should 
attack on me seizing me by the beard and like every Deputy Commissioner fo act in the 
endeavouring to strangle me, as he was a very. midst of popular passions, and without re- 
ee erful man, 1 had considerable difficulty ferring to his superiors, who were outside the 
in releasing myself.” , - range of those passions, and whose decisions 
Thus forty-nine men were blown away could have been received within a space of 
while one was cut with swords, on the 17th. time that, under the circumstances, was of 
Mr. Cowan received the letter from -Mr. absolutely no importance to justice? 1 think 
Forsyth forbidding him from executing the not .., One way or the other-——still the 
rebels; hut even after getting that Demi-. precedent is one of which England cannot 
official note, he continued his action. permit in times of peace, and when a sub- 
Mr. Forsyth was also the Political Agent ordinate has power to apply tor instructions 
for the Kotla state and therefore he had the to. his superior. Shooting down in this way 
power of life and death. He was thinking of is not governing.” | | 
executing only a few men before he reached’ High oMcials were also worried over this 
Malerkotla on 18th. In his own words, “1 event though they did not dare to condemn 
should have exempted. from capital punish- this act publicly. Mr. E, R. Bourke, the 
ment those who fiad been severely wounded brother of the Viceroy Lord Mayo, wrote a 
and their number was nearly twenty...” But letter to his brother as soon as he came to 
on reaching Kotla he conducted a brief trial know about this happening. “T was greatly 
with determined mind to support ‘Mr. relieved to find that Cowan's action towards 
Cowan's act as so far as regards his usurpation the Kookas had not your approval.” Men- 
of the Commissioner's authority’. He never Moning his discourse, on the subject, with the 
knew the truth himself about-the rebels but Lieutenant Governor, Punjab he further wrote 
depended upon Mr. Cawan. Confessing this that ‘He (Lt. Governor) appeared restless and 
‘in bis letter to the Secretary to the Govern- anxious aud when I] told him that it would 
ment of Puniab on 22nd January, he wrote, cause a great commotion at home and that the 
“ As there are no records of trial, none being point that in 18/2 such severe measures were 
held by him, [ am unable to doe otherwise considered necessary by the local authorities, 
than accept Mr. Cowan's assurances, that all would be the subject of much talk at home 
the men were actually present at the attack he was much annoyed.” 


+? 


on Kotla...” Consequently he executed the In a pamphiet on Martial Law, Mr. W. F. 
S8 
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sale executions. 


—hiana. 
were about 200 Kukas according to the official. 


depatture. . 
‘the departing Satguru Ram Singh 
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His Holiness Satguru Ram Singh, elong with fis few 





HMeutenants, . 


feaving his village Bhaint Sant for fuditena, on V7th fanuary, 


872, fron, where fie wes exited. 


blanket.) - 


Finlason had written much about these whole- 
He thought that -“ AN the 
acts done by military authority during the 
che mee of the state of war or rebellion 
would be out of the pale of: ordinary law. 
But there would still remain the question.of 


nevertheless, deserve censure. 
The presence of Satguru Ram Singh was 


‘required urgeatly by Mr. Forsyth at L Bab ane 
‘on the 17th January. 


As soon as he receive 
the orders through the Deputy Jnspector 
Shah Woolee Shah, he started from Bhaini 
Sahib the same moment, under an escort of 
the Deputy Inspector Golab Singh jor Lud- 
When ne left Bhaini Sahib, there 
reports.. All of them were annoyed ar his 
They were wee 


them that he was leaving according a the 
prophecies made by Guru Gobind Singh. He 
assured them that. in accordance with the 
same, he would return in the same body. 
The authorities had been looking for the 
chance to arrest him jour a long time but they 
could find nene. 
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any trial would not be favourable to it. 


‘the propriety of the executions, which might, 


ening bitterly, but 
reminded - 
were 


The Government knew that 


(Sitting on cart with black - 


: Ex- 
pressing the views of the Punjab Government, 
the Officiating Secretary to that Government, 
Mr. H. L. Griffin, wrote to the Government of 
India in 1871 that “ the Lieutenant Governor 
of the Punjab considers that ‘it will be difh- 
cult, and may be impossible, 
Guru Ram Singh any such evidence, as wo uld 
watrant his prosecution ina criminal court’ 
Using the opportunity presented b 


=. 


by the revo- 


lution, Mr. Forsyth arrested him on 18th 
morning when he reached Ludniana at one 


o'clock. He was deported fo 
4am. by a special train, 
According to the available r 


Allahabad at 


ecord, Mr. Far “ 


syth had no written instructions or orders to- 
arrest and depart Satguru 


ither 
Forsyth 


Ram Singh. Ne 
warrants of arrest, Mr. 
says that, before leaving Dein roe 
he insisted on the written instructions, 
not given and ih erefore he carried ont 
the whole act of his arrest and deportation 
taking the responsibility upon. himself, But 
the Lieutenant Governor dis agreed with this 
account. In his words, “He (Mr. Forsyth} 


L, . ‘ 
had he any 


Ww nc ‘h 


for several Bours In Mr. 


i Pa 
tent, and that gentleman assures me with ref- 


So. 


to obtain against 


Ludhiana, 


Criin's 


Namdharilibrary@ anal com 






ee 1a =e eae 






ee et Per el patra lie ergs Se 


aw Peg = 


segue nytt 


wT 
Te 


yj Le i arte aa 
wok ae te = 


eit art 
Tee ee 


_ 





satan 
ae i 


rag LE 


rea 


“meas 


ht 


ae ea 
Soe, BPis alerts 


eae 






meray a LE Seth de Se, She ae 
ayes Sf ee be oe Le 
- ve re Se MEE eee Oe 


a 


| 





ee ee ee ee ee 


+ 
erence fo his statement, that (Mir. Forsyth) 
: 
applied — him for the writter instructions, 


that If 1s absoiutely inc 
"Ag regards the arrest of Ram Singh’ 
Lieutenant. Governor 
“ho iudgement wie ail te 
admits vere orders, 
ne clearly understood, did 
out, to 3 cmace it. At the same time T fully 
allow that | promised he should have written 
orders on this point only. These were issued 
In respect of ali the Subahs, to the Inspector 
General of Policé .. . but through some rmis- 
apprehension not for Ram Singh himself” 
According to the Memorandum of the Liéu- 
tenant Governor, the arrest and the confine- 
mnent place of Satguru Ram Singh kad heen 
discussed and decided with His Excellency, 
he Comimander-in-Chief when Mr. Forsyth 
was also present, That's why he sent Satguru 
Kam Singh to the agreed place—-Allahabad-—- 
without consulting anybody else 
it is evident that bath rege omcers had 
gone beyond their rights and Umits. 3t was 
the only action of its kind in the history. 
“There was a panic ”, 
india, on 8th February, 1872, “and so a civil 
officer blew from guns in cold blood and aiter 
a most wretched outbreak, more men than 
were blown away al any single time and place 


carrect. 

. the 

2oes 
He had as he 

ite also admits 


iOrim. 
WHER 
and in fact 


durmg the Mutiny when the very foundations - 


Fmpire seemed to be breaking up under 
our feet". For this appalling ae 
was dismissed from service though not with- 
out a pension and Mr. Forsvth was removed 
to Oudh and the judiciary. power was taken 
from him. 


Colonel J.C. P. Batlle, the Deputy Inspec-: 
to search: 


tor General of Police, was ordered 
the hame of Sateuru Ram Singh. 
valuable things, including Rupees 
ahnas in cash, were confiscated. A police 
post, under the charge of Amroa ‘Ali Shah, 
Deputy . Inspector and twenty other con- 
stables, was established at his home. All of 
these emplovees. were highly merciless and 
sufficient to tvrartnize the Kukas. The whole 
carnmunity was treated like the criminals. 
Sametime later, Satguru Ram Singh was 
asked by the Government to name any person 
who would be responsible for his property. 


AH the 


ee ee 


further, “he had 


carry 


the first 


added The Friend Of: 
respondence and 


t Mr. Cowan | 
Singh and. his ten chiefs, 


of the preparations 


1828.8 
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Later on, he sent a letter of authority, seeretly 
to his brother, renaming him as Hari Singh 
and authorizing him to perform all the duties 
of a Gura. During his charge, ne more than 


Ave Kukas cou'd visit him without register- 


‘ing their names with the police in the police 


nost; and were nat allowed to return during 


‘the wext six months. 


Nobody knew the whereabouts of Sateuru 
Ram Singh. Three years aan One day, 
Baba Darbara Singh, who had been initiated 
by Satguru Ram Singh, 
Superintendent of Pelice. Mr. Warburton, on. 
some official business and was told by Mrs. 
Warburton everything about him: including 
the way to see him in Rangoon. This was 
Kuka Sikh to visit Satguru Ram 
Singh in Rangoon and to procure a letter of 
authority for his brother. In this letter he 
(his br other) was vested with. the powers of 
a Guru in his absence. Thereafter many men 
visted him in Burma and brought many letters 
to Punjab though a few were caught also, 
severest restrictions were placed even on his 
Servants in jail to prevent any possible car- 
neeting with his followers. 
The fourth Guru had written in the Holy 
Granth that, * should there be any storm, rain 
or the saltish sea to cross, the devotee of a 
Guru will cross it to see his Guru’. - They 
were only Kuka Sikhs who did so. | 


_ dt was the organisation of this community. 
which trightened the Government very much, 


deportation of Satguru Ram 
who were con- 
sidered most dangerous for the peace of the 
country, the Government received the reports 
for a new rebellion on 
part of the Kukas. Mr. Griffin, the Officiat- 
ing Secretary to.the Government of Punjab, 
informed the Government of India in his con- 
fidential letter of 2nd April, 1872, writing, 
“The infermation received on this subject is 
necessarily somewhat “eneral in its nature, It 
consists of the current reperts and belief of 
the people, the statements. of informers, the 
current reports of the Police Agents and Civil 
Officers in the Divisions of Lahore, Umritsar, 
Tullundur, and Umballa, and its general ten- 
dency, is to the effect that the Kukas medi- 


Even after the 
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tated a rising against the Government at some 


convenient times placed in the Stalkote and 
Goojranwala Districts, and in the Umballa 
Division and the Cis-Suitler States while at 
the same time it was ZIV en out that distur- 
bances would commence at Umritsar or 
Anoundpoor, — : 

The orthodex Sikhs opposed the Kuka 
Sikhs tooth and nail. After the. wholesale 
executions at Kotla, they presented an address 
to the Lieutenant Governor on March 22nd, 
1872, in. which the actions of Messrs. Cowan 
and Forsyth were highly praised. Though the 
chiefs and leaders continued thei opposition 
to the Kuka movement, some olicial reports 


Amazing ] Eccles 


_ His Holiness Satguru 


UNDOUBTEDLY, political leaders become 
famous due to their deep interest in public 
affairs: but the ecclesiastical heads of the cam- 
munities are considered the true well-wishers 


who attract numerous people to them. The 


politicians may have some flaw or the other 


im them; but the spiritual heads think always 


ol the public betterment. Nevertheless thet 


re 
aren’t many personalities who jove every 
creature believing in the exiom that all the. 
. €reatures are created by the same Ged. One 
of the few is His Holiness Sateuru Jagjit 


Singh Mahataj; who attracts and awes every- 
body with his elfulgenes. He ts the supreme 
spiritual head of about one million Namdhari 
Sikhs who have implicit: faith in the Hving 
religious heads. | 


His Holiness is fifty-two. His sood health 


is due to the regular exercises. He gets up 


early in the morning at about 3 4.m. anda 


takes bath only with natural water and reads 
Gurbanee isacred hviins from the Holy 


Sli 
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disclose that the tenston among the ordinary 


Sikhe and Kukas had lessened. * Mr. O’Conor 
mentions that his conversations with ortho- 
dox Sikhs led him to suppose that much of 


the hostility formerly existing between them 


and the Kukas had passed away” are the 
words from a memorandum, “He believes 
that the Sikhs would be only too glad to unite 
with the Kukas; did they see anv prospect of 
the restoration of the Khalsa rule”... But this 
never proved to be right belief as the Sikhs 
opposed the Kuxas in favour of the Govern- 
ment. Had they joined them, the history of 
the freedom movement of India would have 
taken some other form. 


iastical Character 


bt ok, ce 


Jagjit Singh 1 Maharaj 


Granth) as well as meditates on the holy 
name of Gad till day-break. He wears white . 


clothes only, 

In the daytime he: goes through the corres- 
pondence which he receives from bis followers 
living in alf the corners. of the world. ‘hase 
after he lakes a hitle rest.. His work ts heavy 
and varied. invelving tours of those plates 
where the people, including his followers, wait 
mast eagerly for him. : 


As said before, His Holiness is a well-wisher 


of everyman. Namdharis marry their sons 
and daughters, according fo hus orders, at their 
religious fairs in his presence. In this way 
they save money, unlike the ather Indians, and 


at the same time, lead themselves towards the. 


simplest and the cheapest marriage ceremony. 
Everybody clse, who fs inchned ta marry his 


son or daugnter in his presetice is welcomed 


but on the condition that he becames a vege- 
arian, non-irimnker and non-smoker, ete, 
lf, unfortunately, there arises any conflict 
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iter person as well, the ease is Put up before 
His Heliness. as the Namdhasis do prefer 
Every case >} 


Vou jae Bee cei, tan 
Pa Bu Gtk keh? ie eee 
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WILMGUE hesivation, pagei eats cet 
ye 
y OE 


we 18 eanmmianly Gore tga ihe courts for iwcruy 


of ihe. relatives or rriet ids, Hts Holiness in 
‘dus way saves the hard-earned money eo! 
those who aci upon his. advice which 
always beneficial. | at 
Fleas not only interested. in patriotic di Des 


but his followers and devotees think that hs 


first and the foremost is tne quest on of defence 
of cur country, fn the heginaing, they have 
suffered much more in conneciion with the 


freedom struggle of India and new they give 
a heiping hand for the maintenance of the 
same, — | : 
Universal peace is the chief aim me His 
Holiness.. Due to his peaceful detivities he 
is the member of the presidium of the Al! 
India Peace Council. Jt is his sentiment that 
y;body be killed or molested. He discursively 
says inthis regard that after tastine the human 
blood once: the wild animal craves only for 
_ nore. “He may lose his. life by going to the 
“populated area in search of 
but he wouldn't cheek his tonene. Similarly 
when a man considers it too easy to cut the 
small creatures, his unlimited desires overcome 


him, Consequently, one dav he becomes the 
merderer or wishes to deminate all over ihe 
world. War inanners are adopted oy him only 
then, But if all the human beings adopt the 
golden rule of non-violence and if ‘all the fatal 


or atomic weapons are thrown in the waters. 


ine world peace may be a reality within a 
short period. It is another wonderful thine 


that has disciples, the Namdharis. do aot kill 

“or harm any creature: not even a cobra. Tf 

a snake happens to enter their house. they 

drive it out peac efully. It is their firm belief 
DHe any person who has no 

hi ostility in m ie for it. ; . 

Being the spiritual head of the staunch vege- 
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farian comunity he dogs sok louch the things 
prepared. violently or. perlaming to | the 
violence directly or indirectly. His devotees 
follow fis Suit strictly, For this reason, he 
followers beheve in nature cure or the 
Ayurvedic {lidigenous) system: of medicines 
which do not violate the religious principles, 
He is poi in favour of chemical fertilizers. — 
Nether does he use them in his big agricultural | 


farms ior does he suggest that anybody else 
use them considering them harmful for the 
human and animal health. On the contrary 


he Insists on the adequate use of the cow 
dung of organic manure which has proved 
more useful and powerful. Freedem from 


hanes aris one of his laudable aims. 


He sermonizcs, inter alia, to respect all the 
creeds. Tp is fis notion that the persons from 
the vartous religions should terminate the pro- 
fanation or the loathsome criticism. He 
wishes all the regious persons to love each 
other heartily. In this way, according to him, 
we can help establish the peace on the earth. 

Like his predecessors and ancestors, he loves 
the cows very much. He runs a cattle farm 
at his headquarters where we find the best of. 
cows and fui lose The cows of this farm 
stand first in the All India milk yielding com- 
petitions and have a good record of butter 
production too, He was awarded a Gold. 
Medal in 1963 for his deep interest in welfare - 
and development of the cows. Several. men: 
take the advantage of this dairy free of any 
charge. He suggests cverybody to’ keep at 
least one cow at his home as the milk of cow. 
is very beneficial for the brain. eyesight and 
physical health of a person. It makes those 
witty who use it from the beginning. 

Music, according to the musicians, keeps 
away some diseases from those who love. it, 
Though His ffoliness remains over busy dur- 


ing the whole day yet he finds some Ume to 


play on the peacock-shaped musical instrument 
the sweet voice of which fascinates every heart, 

No doubt, he is a person of merit. He leads 
a very simple life as the sophistication and 
Haunt are forbidden in his religion. 
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Namd tharis and Vegetarianism _ 


by Swaran Singh S -* 


THE Indians were totally vegetarians since 


times immemorial but under-the influence of - 


the foreign invaders some people got a trend 
towards the meat eating too. It was the 


“Mohammedans who staricd the cow kiling 


first of all in India. But the cow slaugnter 
could go on no longer and almost every state 
bad banned it, affixing strict penalties for the 
killer of the cow--in some stales st being the 
capital punishment too. 

Ii was a chaoue period when Guru Nanak, 
the founder of the Sikh religion was born in 
the Afteenth century. [In quite voung age, 
he staried his. mission of enlightening the 
people, checking them from all evil practices 
including meat-eating and drinking. All his 
successars followed his footsteps and forbade 
their fotlowers from. flesh eating. That was 


‘the reason that the Sikhs, even when they. 


were hunted down hke the beasts of prey and 
were passing therr days in jungles, preferred 
the leaves of the trees but not meat. ‘These 
traditions went up to the Sikh rule of Maha- 
raja Ranjit Singh. After his death, the Sikhism 
suffered a decline and by and by all the con- 
demned practices: started finding their way 
into Sikhism. There were only a few Sikhs 
who remained strict Lo their way of living. 
Avain in such a period of chaos appeared 
the twelfth incarnation of Guru Nanak, His 
Holiness Satguru Ram Singh, who reformed 


Sikhism. und this reformed class was termed — 


as Namdhart or Kuka. Later on # was made 


known as a separate sect of Sikhs. 


His Holiness had initiated only five faithful 
followers who woulda t infringe the rules in 
any circumstances but soon he started recely- 


ing numerous men to his creed and within ten 


years of his preaching he got about 700.000) 


followers, : . 

Morality was the distinguished feature of 
his preaching. According to the Indian way 
of thinking, to beceme a person of good moral 


character, one must refrain from meat-eating, 


drinking and such other vices which are con- 
demned by the ancestors and spirituahsts. 


They thought, and they were right too, that 
if one is engaged in cne bad practice, 


then he may be dragged into second also 
before long. it was the first and foremost 
principle of Satguru Ram Singh to admit only 
that person to the religion who stopped meat- 
eating, drinking and smoking, etc.,. before 
joimnug it. He observed this principle very 
striclly. That was the reason that though he 
pot even the whole population of many villages 
as his followers but nobody adopted the for- 
bidden way affer joining him. About this 
sirictness of Namdharis, Major Perkins had 
reported that, “On initiation all vices are sup- 
posed to be foresworn, such as lving, stealing, 


drinking, adullery, etc., and are strictly for- 


bidden.” He excluded fiesh from this list as 
his informers were those persons who neither 


themselves knew anything about Sikh’ prin- 


ciples nor they: told him. 

Once His Holiness wus offered, by a Sikh 
Chief---Shamsher Singh of Sandhanwalia, to 
take his meals at his home. The Sardar 


indulged in meat cating and drinking, ete. 


Sateuru Ram Singh asked him, as usual, to 
sive up these bad habits first. The Sardar 
showéd his inability to comply with his order. 
Then Satguru Ram Singh feft the place without 
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Satguru Ram Singh 


acepling anything from him. It was not only 
up to him; put his followers also did the same. 
They wouldn’t accept food cooked by any 
other than their co-relivionist. *“A Kuka may 
not eat [ood prepares by outsiders and in sup- 
port of this assertion it may be added that 
soine Kukas in the Ferozepur lock-up declined 
fo recerve jail cooked food,” wrote the same 
Major Perkins. In an interview with an old 
frecdam fighter, the author was told that some 
Kukas were deported to the Andamans in 
connection with the rebellion of 1872. They 


were given jail cooked food there which they 
refused ta take. Then they were drowned in 


. the sea. 


it was Satguru Ram Singh’s belief, and that 
was thoroughly correct, that who kills for food, 
might kill the human beings too without any 
hesitation. [: was a general practice in those 
days that girls were strangulated at the time of 
their birth, mostly in non-vegetarian homes. 
_in addition to- preaching 


was written in a memorandiuni, 


in the religious gatherings, circulated — his 
order, “ Do not cat flesh or drink spirits.” He _ 


also included in his order to stop female 
infanticide and thus both the curses of animal 
slaughter and female infanticide were banished 
by him from the Punjab where these were nar- 
ticularly prevalent. ; 

He had the supernatural powers and se 
effective were his preachings that whosoever 
came in cantact with him, left these habits 
af the. spot and never dared to adopt them 
again. Baba Darbara Singh was an extreme 


‘drunkard who would prepare his. wines at his 


home to satisfy his desires. He would use 
500 sparrows, 100 cocks and five male goats. 
ata time to prepare the wine. Before distilling 
he used to put these creatures in other 


material--then extracted. wine. He was 30 
crue!, Optum was his other favourile intoxi- 
cant, But on visiting His Holiness when he 


was asked about his habits of drinking and 
meat eating, he told the whole story. He was, 


dike everybody else, ordered to give these ap 


and then. He acted upon it and never 


FR acoay 
tere 


time. ; 
It was his (Sateurn’s) preachines that turned 


“Weetors was unbedrable 


dreamt of such things again during his life ~ 


~ authorit ve 


to vegetarianism. Phe Mohammedans are 
fort ndden to cat the pork while others to use 
the beef, considering the sacredness of the pig 
and the: cow. Sa, the Mohanimedans, goner- 
ally, did not eat with other meat-eaters for 
fear of being given the Bind of. meat not 
allowed to them. On the contrary, they muxed 
with vegetarian Kukas eastly, Some ef them 
even joined this religion, The first report about 
their joining this, was made in 
another similar report, was inchided that, 
“Ram Singh obtained some: converts fromm 
among the Mohammedans who are told by 
Ram Singh and his Soobahs chat ine Mohani- 
adans and Kooka religion are one.” 


His preachings were first started from the 
Punjab state but were no longer contined to its 
boundaries. His ideas were known in the 
distant state Kabul as well) “In February, 
Captain Bailie brought te uotice the fact,” 
“that he had 
received credible information that a native 
gentleman of some note in Cabul, by name 
Abdul Razak, had sent his two sons on a fis- 


sion to Bhainee, it is supposed to learn Ram 


Singh’s doctrines.” And all the officers were 


astonished at the way he got such men from 


abroad without any cognizance of the Govern- 
ment. | 

During the British rule in- India, the cow 
killing was permitted officially and the 
slaughter-houses were opened near the Sikh 
shrines In the Punjab. The contamination of 
the sanctity of those tenrples and the sacred 
fo every. rengious fuan 
The public complained! asainst such new enact- 
ment but could get no attention of the officials 
as the Government itself was interested in cow- 
killing, On the contrary 
that the 


any circumstances be stopped. Finding no 
other way. the Kukas attacked two slauvhter- 
houses at: Amritsar and Ratkote: and freed 


the cows by euiting their ropes and murdering. 


the butchers. 
Wie tlerkou it 
same 
sidered 


Finally, 
state . of 
_ The 
direct del 
Many 


they attacked the 
Mohainmedans for fhe 
puicner-murder was econ- 
fiance of the British 
Kukas were hanged at 
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even some of the beef eater Mohammedans various pk aces and tines; while on January 
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'Tth and iS8th, 1872, sixty-six were blown to The pre eaching fr vegelarianisin and fee- 
bits with cannons by a Deputy Commussioner  totallerism are stil} going on in the celion in 
; and ihe Commissioner, without any trial or — the as way. is uring his four bricf tours of 
| approval of any superior aulpority. . flis Holi .Fnaland, the present supreme spiritual head 
; | ness was oxiied- to Burma along with some of ne com nunity, His Holiness Satguru Jagjit 


af His puhentiat Heut cnants | to the various Singh, has converted more than one thousand 
ACES, a ae | people” to vegetarianisin in this country. 
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